Catholic Action
the Fascist regime, since he felt it necessary to stress the
fact that Catholic Action had nothing to do with the
Popular Party, and that it was not particularly political. After
the trouble with the Fascist Party in 1930-1931, Catholic
Action was again reorganised on the lines which I have
described in the Chapter on Italy.
In Germany, there seemed for many years no particular
need for Catholic Action, since the Catholic Church was
already extremely well organised in its different branches,
and whenever an emissary visited the Bishops from Rome
he was informed that there really seemed no necessity
for such an organisation since the Church was already
functioning at full pressure. Now, however, things have
changed and Catholicism in Germany is no longer in the
flourishing state of the old days. The Pope's encyclical
issued on Palm Sunday, 1937, complains that the terms
of the Concordat have not been allowed to be carried out,
but makes little reference to the Vatican Organisation,
which is quietly being built up in Germany. This is in
essence Catholic Action, but does not go by that name.
It aims at bringing round each parish priest a small group
of persons of influence in different walks of life. These
people are to be trained in the principles of the Catholic
religion and are then to go out and teach yet other groups.
Not every bishop has been willing to accept this organisa-
tion in Germany, and there are large numbers of very
famous priests, who have had in the past fallowings of
nearly one million men or women, who resent very
bitterly what is happening. They consider that the Vatican
deliberately let their own organisations be broken up in
order that the Pope's own pet body should have an
opportunity to develop in Germany. They ask why, if